THE  COLLAPSE  OF  HOLLAND  AND  BELGIUM       33
and requests an additional $151825000,000 for defense to give
the United States a bigger army, navy and air force.
MAY 17
The Germans press their advance in northern Belgium,
occupying Brussels, Louvain and Malines. The front of ad-
vance in France is being steadily widened, and now reaches
from a point ten miles west of Sedan to Maubeuge, in all
between sixty and seventy miles. The advancing columns
have penetrated into French territory as far as Le Gateau (45
miles from the frontier) and La Gapelle; and a new front has
been formed north of Rethel. The Germans declare that
beyond these points the Allies are "in full retreat" westward,
and they claim the capture of 12,000 French prisoners,
including two generals.
In London the War Office confirms this evening that the
British Army in Belgium retired during last night to positions
west of Brussels, "certain adjustments at the front having be-
come necessary," The communiqufi says that this readjust-
ment was executed "without interference" and that there "is
no question of any collapse or break-through in this sector,"
as claimed in German official announcements. The Air Min-
istry adds that the German advance is not being made without
cost. It estimates German plane losses in the last seven days
at i ,000* However, it is admitted that large German reserves,
estimated at 33,000 planes, may enable the Germans to sus-
tain their present large-scale air effort for some time.
Uncounted hordes of refugees choke all roads in Belgium